
                 Preliminary  Squad  Report  2007/2008.                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                     Its  report  time  once  again  and  how  fast  the  year  has  gone.                                                    As  usual  I  start  with  the  Preliminary  Gala  that  was  held  at  Keynsham  15th  October  2007.  So  much  energy  and  enthusiasm,  and  that  was  just  the  parents,  coaches  and  officials,  and  what  a  show  the  swimmers  displayed.  PB’s  (Personal  Best)  once  again  came  tumbling  down,  yes  your  times  are  recorded  and  I  keep  a  copy.  The  times  impressed  many  of  the  coaches  from  the  Junior  and  Senior  squads,  who  were  there;  and  this  is  an  accolade  to  the  standard  our  girls  and  boys  are  achieving.   Well  done  to  all  those  swimmers  who  took  part.  What  STARS  you  all  are  ****(                                                                                             In  consultation  with  Lynne  Bartlett  (Junior  Squad)  we  added  25m  Butterfly  event.  Unfortunately  no  one  took  up  the  challenge,  so  girls  and  boys  at  this  years  gala  we  would  like  you  to  have  a  go.                                                                                   At  this  gala  I  also  make  an  award  donated  by  Jean  Finley,  the  Club’s  President.  This  award  is  given  to  one  girl  and  one  boy,  who  has  endeavored  to  improve  their  swimming  with  great  perseverance.  For  2007  the  “Jean  Finley  Golden  Duck  Award”  (drum  roll)  has  been  awarded  to  Freya  Money  and  James  Smith.  Congratulations  to  you  both  and  Well  Done.                                                                                                                 Of  course  this  gala  would  not  have  taken  place  without  all  the  helpers  and  officials,  that  gave  up  their  time  even  when  it  was  not  their  “normal  night”,  and  they  are  too  numerous  to  individually  thank.  So  I  would  like  to  say  a  huge  “THANK  YOU”.  Without  them  this  gala  would  not  take  place.  I  would  also  like  to  point  out  that  a  good  number  of  the  older  swimmers  came  early  to  help  and  support  the  younger  swimmers.  So  our  Club  also  has  very  good  role  models  in  our  older  swimmers.  The  next  Preliminary  gala  will  be  in  October,  date  to  be  confirmed,  but  I  will  be  around  in  September  to  press  gang  you  once  again.  New  blood  is  always  welcomed,  don’t  worry  if  you  are  not  sure  what  to  do,  there  will  be  someone  to  help  you.  So  come  on  and  have  a  go.  It  really  is  fun,  honest!!       


                                      
                                                                                                                                                       The  Squad  continues  to  grow  in  reputation,  and  at  each  trial  I  have  more  children  than  spaces,  trials  are  held  three  times  a  year,  January,  Easter  and  September.  To  assist  me  in  this  process  I  enlist  Lynne  Bartlett  and  Thelia  Beaumont  (Senior  Squad),  three  pairs  of  eyes  are  better  than  one  !!!.  We  always  give  feedback  to  the  children  and  their  carer  after  trial,  where  we  feel  that  a  child  is  not  quite  ready  for  the  squad,  we  make  suggestions  to  improve  their  swimming,  and  some  we  see  again.  The  numbers  of  the  squad  have  always  been  around  the  44 - 48  mark,  on  this  last  intake,  so  as  not  to  miss  some  potential  swimmers  we  have  squeezed  numbers  to  51,  and  that  is  my  maximum.  Many  thanks  for  your  assistance  Lynne  and  Thelia  as  over  the  year,  some  difficult  decision  have  had  to  be  made.                                                
                                                                                                                                                        The  main  work  of  this  Squad  is  to  begin  the  learning  of  swimmers  in  the  many  complexities  of  competitive  swimming  and  to  facilitate  swimmers  for  the  next  stage  of  the  Club - the  Junior  Squad.  However  none  of  this  would  be  possible  without  my  team  of  excellent  and  trusty  teachers.  Who  turn  up  to  take  “their  lane”  every  Monday.  So  going  from  the  top  Chris,  John,  Helen,  Carys  and  Nadine  thank  you  for  all  your  hard  work  and  dedication.  Woking  with  Helen  you  will  have  seen  a  young  lady  and  this  is  Natalie.  Natalie  has  risen  through  the  “ranks”  of  the  Club,  as  a  swimmer  and  is  now  using  this  experience,  to  consolidate  learning  from  the  Amateur  Swimming  Association  Assistant  Teacher  award  that  Natalie  successfully  undertook.  Congratulations  Natalie  and  welcome  to  the  team.  Congratulations  are  also  in  order  for  Carys,  Nadine  and  Chris.  Who  already  snowed  under  with  their  studies  and  course  work,  undertook  the  Amateur  Swimming  Association  Teacher  Award  last  year  and  these  results  are  hot  off  the  press.  Anybody  who  has  taken  or  has  an  awareness  of  the  NVQ  (National  Vocational  Qualification)  system  will  know  the  amount  of  work  that  these  fine  young  people  have  had  to  do  to  achieve  their  award. Great  stuff.                                                                                      



                                                                                                        Lynne  and  I  work  closely  together  to  “spot”  swimmers  from  this  squad  who  might  be  of  the  standard  to  swim  competitively,  after  time  trials.  Once  again  swimmers  from  this  squad  have  been  selected  to  swim  in  the  Southern  Junior  League.   The  atmosphere  can  be  very  daunting  when  compared  to  our  little  gala,  but  in  true  Keynsham  fashion  despite  their  apprehension,  they  are  swimming  their  socks  off.                                                                                      In  March  2008  Keynsham  Swimming  Club  was  invited  to  take  part  in  a  “Sports  Jam”  event  held  in  Bath,  to  represent  the  sport  of  swimming.  With  a  very  tight  timeframe,  a  stand,  T  shirts  and  swimmers  from  the  three  squads  were  organized  to  represent  the  Club.  The  highlight  certainly  for  my  swimmers  was  being  coached  by  Mark  Foster,  they  were  absolutely  buzzing  on  the  Monday  and  Wednesday  after,  (I  think  it  was  like  this  for  the  grown  ups  as  well,  from  what  I  heard).  I  would  like  to  say  many  thanks  to  Kay  Rex  and  the  many  helpers,  as  at  the  last  minute  I  could  not  go  due  to  work  pressure.  Thanks  guys.                                                                                                       This  year  at  the  recent  Club  Captain’s  gala  there  was  a  record  number  of  children  from  this  squad  participating.  For  once  I  was  not  Team  Managing  but  Finish  Judge  and  this  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  observe  the  swimmers.  From  where  I  was  standing  it  was  a  joy  to  see  you  all  taking  part,  swimming  well  and  having  fun.  I  was  so  proud  of  you  all.   Well  done  to  you  all,  and  I  know  you  had  a  great  time.  Over  this  last  year  it  has  been  a  joy  to  see  so  many  of  the  Preliminary  Squad  swimmers  being  able  to  take  part  in  events  outside  of  their  squad  training.  It  feels  that  we  have  had  a  busy  year.                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                         Although  the  Preliminary  squad  meet  on  a  Monday  there  is  a  lot  of  behind  the  scenes  stuff  that  goes  on.  Without  Bet  Parsons  who  keeps  me  up  to  date  with  attendances  and  the  paperwork  it  would  all  grind  into  a  chaotic  mess.  Many  thanks  for  your  work  Bet  and  keeping  me  in  line.                                  
                                                                                                                                                       Finally,  I  have  made  a lot  of  “thank  you’s”,  but  without  all  the  support  that  I  receive  this  squad  would  not  run  as  smoothly  as  is  does.  This  thank  you  also  extends  to  yourselves  in  supporting  your  children  to  attend  the  Preliminary  Squad.                                                                                                           So  here’s  to  another  year  of  learning,  busyness  and  having  fun  for  all.                                             
                                                                                                                                                    Janet  Miller                                                                                                                                          Head  of  Preliminary  Squad                  
                                                                                                                                                                               


